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ᾦ Reformation as Return, Recovery and Continuing ᾦ 
     In 1517 (five hundred years ago), it was not the purpose of Martin Luther (1483-1546) to                    
separate from the church. He, as had several pious Christians before him, found problems in the 
practices of the church; he turned to the Word of God as the highest authority, and he appealed 
to the church for reform. Schism was not his purposeðthe Protestant movement was meant to 
reform church practice according to the Word of God; Luther did not intend to form a new                       
Christian denomination (and certainly not one named after himself).   
     Following his expressing his concerns to his Archbishop, in short order the church burned                     
Luther's writings and demanded recantation; then the church excommunicated Luther and sought 
his death (as the church had done, usually successfully, with those several preceding pious                          
Christians who sought reform). 
     Protestantism desired reform of the church and return to Biblical worship and belief. Modern         
expressions of Protestant principles, rendered in Latin (and thus appearing as if expressed just so 
in Luther's lifetime) include these modifications of the ideas of reformers expressed as: 
     ÅEcclesia semper reformanda est ("the church is ever reforming") 
     ÅEcclesia reformata semper reformanda ("the church reformed, always to be reformed") 
     ÅEcclesia reformata, semper reformanda secundum verbum Dei ("the church reformed, always          
       reforming according to the Word of God") 
     Abuse of the first two of these modern expressions (through the Fallen Human Nature                     
attraction to anything new, through the bottomless pit of "new revelation," through the libertine 
approaches of the "Our Lady of Anything Goes" apostasy, &c.) makes the third, most modern 
expression the best of the three, for "according to the Word" was a guiding principle of the                      
Reformers in recovering Biblical Christianity.    
                                           
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, If ye continue in My word, then are ye 
My disciples indeed; 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
John 8:31-32 KJV                                                                                          (continued on page 2) 
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Newsletter published quarterly.  
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Send news and inquiries to:  

Georgia  Salzburger Society Office  
2980 Ebenezer Road,  
Rincon, Georgia 31326  

THE PRESIDENTôS REPORT  

     If you missed our 2017 Heritage Day Celebra-
tion you missed a Grand Event. VP Claudia 
Christensen and her crew  did a fantastic job cre-
ating the Event. Only positive comments were 
given by those present. The hit of the activities 
was the demonstration by the Revolutionary War 
Reenactors. They had the youth and many adults 
marching around shouldering muskets and then 
demonstrating musketïfiring during a mock                      
battle. Many youths were repeat customers.                  
It has been strongly requested that they be invited 
to  return. 
     The Church was nearly full for the                       
Service Program. Thanks to Reverend Plonk for 
leading an inspiring service. Then, Reverend 
Bridgers presented an excellent program on the 
Reformation and its Impact on Salzburgers over 
the 500t years since the Reformation.  He tied all 
parts together well. An attendee recorded this 
program, and agreed to provide a copy, when 
available.  
     Other matters: Needed maintenance on the Old 
Salzburger House has begun. The Board of            
Directors has authorized the first $5,000 to cover 
expenses in the first phase. 
     Allen Kiefferôs crew did an excellent job in 
preparing the structure, as did Patsy                   
Zeiglerôs crew in cleaning and straightening the 
interior for Heritage Day. 
     Our current membership is 1,200 Life, as well 
as 600+ Regular and Associate Honorary  Mem-
bers.  Confirming the number of Life Members 
can be difficult, as often families fail to notify the  
GSS Office of their relatives passing. Please let 
us know so that we may share in your loss. 
     The longevity of our Society depends on the 
pride of ownership passed down to the younger 
generations. As I look around, I see that a large 
number of active members who are                    
advancing in age; like me. We need more of the 
younger generation to become actively involved. 
This will happen only through our encourage-
ment., such as I am doing with my grandchildren 
now. How about you? 
Your servant---Henry Mingledorff 

Hinely Salzburger Heritage Poster Contest  
     The Annual Poster Contest is held to foster a greater appreciation of our Salzburger               
heritage and culture.  Posters are judged on historical accuracy, educational value,                       
creativity, originality, and neatness. This yearôs Poster Contest Winners are as follows: 
 

Elementary School  
Win - Braeden Kessler, 5th grade, $100  
Place - Mason Pilcher, 4th grade, $50 
Show - Jaylin Berry, 2nd grade, $25                                                                                                      

Middle School   
Win - Emma Harrison, 8th grade, $200 
Place -  Natalie Greene 7th grade, $100 

High School  
Win - Isaac Kessler. 9th grade, $300 
Adult:  Win - Ruth Dostal, $200 

Senior Adult:  Win - Libby Heidt, $200 
      
     If you are interested in serving on the 2018 poster Contest committee, please speak to 
a GSS board member or contact the GSS office.  

THE SALZBURGER COLLECTION  
             Joyce Ann Tuten, Flarleen Young, Barbara Scott, and Debra Herrin 
of the Loest Research Library visited the James R. Crumley, Jr. Archives in                 
Columbia, South Carolina on April 5, 2017. The archives received the                               
collection of 146 books from the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary 
on May 31, 2016. Scott Reeves, Archival Assistant stated that the books have 
an undeniable connection to the Salzburger emigrant community that set-
tled at Ebenezer. A few of the books were inscribed with the names Boltzius, 
Granau, Lemke, Rabenhorst, J.E. and Christopher Bergmann; all of whom 
served as Pastor at Jerusalem Lutheran Church in Ebenezer, Georgia.  

NEW EBENEZER RETREAT CENTER  
 

     Are you interested in visiting Ebenezer 
and staying overnight for our various activ-
ities and festivals?  New Ebenezer Retreat  
Center has accommodations and meals 
available for you! Just steps away you can 
visit the museum and research  library on 
Saturday and/or Sunday afternoon, attend 
services at the historic Jerusalem Church 
at 11:00 am on Sunday, attend the festival 
and visit with other Salzburger descendants 
gathered for that  particular activity. 
     Overnight lodging is available in private 
rooms, with private baths.  Six meals are 
provided beginning with dinner on Satur-
day.  The cost for the two night visit is $148 
per person.   
                  www.newebenezer.org  

or email  
retreat@newebenezer.org (912) 754-9242 

NEWSLETTER DELIVERY                              
INFORMATION 

Default Newsletter Delivery is by 
email only to members of the      
Georgia Salzburger Society.  
These               are available on 
the website.  Please contact the 
Office at 912-754-7001 or gas-
lzbrgr@aol.com, and leave a mes-
sage to correct or update your 
email address.  Please let us know 
immediately when a member has 
passed away.  No           postal-
mailed newsletters delivered, ex-
cept by special request to 
scotti3275@aol.com. 
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        German Teacher Exchange Project 

                                      Claudia Christiansen 

 As a part of the ongoing Sister City Program with Halle,                       
Germany, a teacher exchange project was started two years ago. Two 
groups of local teachers and one German group have already                          
experienced many great opportunities as part of this teacher exchange 
project. There has been an amazing collaboration with the Teutonic 
Council, Armstrong State University, the Effingham and Savannah                         
Public School Systems, and in Germany, Sabine Proschel and Matthias 
Schwitzer to bring this program forward. The second group of teachers 
from Germany will be arriving here soon to spend about two weeks 
with teachers who went to Germany from here in June. 
 Ebenezer will also be visited by an additional organized                          
educational exchange group of teachers and students traveling to                 
Savannah from Germany. They are hoping to find host families within 
the Savannah community. 
 These increasing numbers of German teachers and student                             
visitors are becoming a part of our Salzburger Story and keeping it 
alive and relevant into contemporary times. 

GSS President,Henry Mingledorff with wife, Sandy, beside the fountain in Orleans 
Square, Savannah, Georgia on German-American Day. 

          German Monuments in Savannah 
                                         Claudia Christiansen  
 
 Not to be confused with the Salzburger Park and Monument of                    
Reconciliation, the serenity of Orleans Square is the setting chosen for 
the annual German American Day celebration. An ornamental fountain 
was established there in 1989 to commemorate the early German Im-
migrants of Georgia. The fountain monument was erected by the Ger-
man Heritage, German Friendly, and German Salzburger Societies. 
 The first German-American Day celebration held in Savannah 
was October 6, 1988 and the fountain monument was dedicated in 
1989. Full text on the historic marker may be found at waymark-
ing.com. 
 Salzburger Park is a half-acre of land next to Emmet Park in                      
Savannah, Georgia.  It marks the place where the first group of Ger-
man speaking Salzburgers were welcomed by Gen. James Edward 
Oglethorpe on March 12, 1734. 
 The most notable point in the park is the towering stone with                    
engraving of the Exiles along with their story. The sculpted monument 
was dedicated in February 1996 and the park was officially named                         
Salzburger Park in July 1996. 
 More details about the park and monument are found at: 

(continued from Page 1) 

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, ñIf you abide in My word, you are truly My                 
disciples,  
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.ò  
John 8:31-32 ESV 

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, ñIf you continue in My word, you really are 
My disciples.  
32 You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.ò 
33 ñWe are descendants of Abraham,ò they answered Him, ñand we have never been enslaved 
to anyone. How can You say, óYou will become freeô?ò 
34 Jesus responded, ñI assure you: Everyone who commits sin is a slave of sin.  
35 A slave does not remain in the household forever, but a son does remain forever.  
36 Therefore, if the Son sets you free, you really will be free. 
John 8:31-36 HCSB 

ðHis WayfarerðJRP (Robert Peavy) 
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Pictured above:  Yvonne Arnsdorff, seated center, enjoying German American Day in            
Savannah. Yvonne spent 2weeks in Halle as participant in the Halle - Savannah Sister 

Deutsch-Amerikanischer Tag  
           German-American Day 
                               Claudia Christiansen  
 
     German American Day is October 6th, as established in 1983, by 
President Ronald Ragan. In August 1987, it became   public law. Presi-
dent Ragan then called on Americans to observe German-American 
Day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.  The Teutonic Council 
of Savannah, Georgia held the annual German-American Day celebra-
tion in Orleans Square on the afternoon of October 8, 2017. The day 
was commemorated with pride in German Heritage, commendation of 
recent accomplishments in the areas of culture, and education and 
news of the flourishing Sister City relationship with Halle, Germany. 
     Please mark your calendars now for German-American Day next 
year for your opportunity to join in the annual celebration. 

 
 Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday 9AM to 1PM 

Museum Hours: Saturday and Sunday 3-5PM                                                                           
or by appointment. Phone: 912-655-4555  
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